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The Centre for Law, Economics, and Society (CLES) is an initiative under CDPP that 

explores the intersection of law, society, and Economics. CLES is committed to 

addressing systemic barriers in accessing justice and promoting legal reforms that 

cater to marginalised communities. Our research spans critical areas such as access 

to justice, minority rights, and the social impact of legal frameworks.
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We have initially focused on cases from four key states: Telangana, West Bengal, Uttar 

Pradesh, and Bihar. The dataset has been evenly split between cases filed under the IPC 

and the BNS, ensuring a fair and balanced comparison. We plan to expand our study to 

include additional states such as Assam, Karnataka, among others in the near future. 

These states were specifically chosen due to their large Muslim populations and their 

recent involvement in discussions around religious discrimination, making them key areas 

of focus for our research.

At present, we are in the process of collecting and analysing judicial data from the eCourt 

Services Portal. Our goal is to better understand various trends in crime types, the 

demographics of the accused, and the outcomes of cases under both the Indian Penal 

Code (IPC) and the newly introduced Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).  

Our Evolving Approach

At the outset of our CLES initiative, our approach was twofold: we focused on analysing 

cases submitted by advocates for review; while also providing financial assistance to 

marginalised individuals to help cover the miscellaneous expenses they faced in the judicial 

process. This support aimed to ease the financial burden on those who needed it most.

Currently, we aim to continue to o�er this financial assistance in di�erent districts of 

Telangana, ensuring that vulnerable individuals have the support they need as they 

navigate the legal system. At the same time, we are expanding our research by closely 

examining the themes and patterns that emerge from this ongoing work. 

In addition to this localised focus, we are also dedicating resources to nationwide legal 

research and data analysis. Our goal is to leverage these findings to inform and influence 

public policy, ultimately making a broader, more meaningful impact on the legal 

landscape in India.
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Partners: Mr. Syed Habeed Ashruf and Mr. Faud Mirza

The Centre for Law, Economics, and Society is dedicated to conducting 
comprehensive research on the Indian legal system and access to justice with a 
particular focus on how it a�ects vulnerable populations who are accused of crimes. 
This year, one of the reports examined systemic barriers to justice faced by 
marginalised groups in India, highlighting over representation of minorities in prisons, 
discriminatory practices, and prolonged undertrial detention. It critiques the 2024 
criminal law reforms for potentially worsening human rights issues and analysed 48 
cases from Hyderabad to reveal biases based on religion, socioeconomic status, and 
o�enses charged. The report also underscored the severe social, economic, and 
mental health impacts of prolonged incarceration on undertrials and their families. The 
recent report by CLES focuses on leveraging the eCourts Services Portal to analyse 500 
cases across five states, comparing 50 cases each under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
and Bharatiiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). It examines crime types, demographics of the 
accused, and legal outcomes to identify trends and potential biases, o�ering insights 
into India’s evolving criminal justice landscape.
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